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ABSTRACT 



School psychologists rely heavily upon teachers' evaluation 



of children's classroom behavior as part of their assessment and intervention 
processes. However, some evidence suggests that teachers' ratings may 
fluctuate during the academic year, with higher levels being reported later 
in the year. This study assessed the comparability of different teachers' 
ratings of children's externalizing behavior from fall and spring 
intervention cohorts. Teachers of children from divorced families (N=240, 
ages 9 to 12) completed pretest, posttest, and six-month follow-up ratings. 
Two separate ANOVAs revealed that changes in mean levels were not 
significantly different between the fall and spring cohorts for either the 
pretest /posttest or pretest/follow-up comparison. Ratings obtained from 
children's current teachers within the first month of school were compared to 
those completed by the children's teachers from the previous school year. 
Pretest levels of externalizing behavior were higher when reported 
retrospectively by the previous teachers. However, neither the previous 
teachers' nor the current teachers' fall ratings were significantly different 
from the spring teachers' pretest ratings. Thus, school psychologists may 
elect to obtain ratings from either the previous or current teacher early in 
the fall of a new academic year in the assessment of children's behavior. 
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Teacher-Child Rating Scale (T-CRS; Hightower et al., 1986; Primary Mental Health Project, 1995). The Teacher-Child Rating Scale 
includes a six-item Acting Out subscale that taps externalizing behavior problems. The T-CRS has demonstrated adequate reliability as 
well as concurrent and discriminant validity to differentiate referred from non-referred children (Hightower et al., 1986). 

In the present study, the internal consistency of the Acting Out subscale was excellent. The reliability coefficients (Cronbach’s 
alphas) for the Acting Out subscale exceeded .90 on the pretest, posttest, and follow-up ratings. 
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as a function of time of year. Correlation coefficients between scores at two assessment points (pretest/posttest and pretest/follow-up) 
were calculated on the within-subjects factor to address the statistical question of sensitivity to detecting treatment effects. 

All of the comparisons of correlation coefficients described herein account for the three treatment conditions, such that each 
computation actually refers to partial correlation coefficients. Partial correlation coefficients were computed between pretest and 
posttest scores for each of the three situations: spring (same teacher), fall (same teacher), and fall (different teachers). 
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Future research should examine teachers’ ratings of internalizing behaviors and verify the validity of teachers' ratings compared 
to behavioral observations. Further research could elucidate the mechanisms through which teachers’ ratings become stable and 
determine if teachers and classroom environments themselves become contexts that promote stability in the way children are 
perceived. 
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